
Work Out Your Own Salvation
Philippians 2:12-16



Ephesians 4:14-15 (NASB) 
14 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed 
here and there by waves and carried about by every 
wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness 
in deceitful scheming; 15 but speaking the truth in love, 
we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the 
head, even Christ…



1 Peter 2:1-2 (NASB) 
1 Therefore, putting aside all malice and all deceit and 
hypocrisy and envy and all slander, 2 like newborn 
babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it 
you may grow in respect to salvation…



2 Peter 3:17-18 (NASB) 
17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be 
on your guard so that you are not carried away by the 
error of unprincipled men and fall from your own 
steadfastness, 18 but grow in the grace and knowledge 
of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, 
both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.



Luke 2:40 (NASB) 
40 The Child continued to grow and become strong, 
increasing in wisdom; and the grace of God was upon 
Him.



Hebrews 5:7-9 | NIV84
7 During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up 
prayers and petitions with loud cries and tears to the 
one who could save him from death, and he was heard 
because of his reverent submission. 8 Although he was 
a son, he learned obedience from what he suffered 9 

and, once made perfect, he became the source of 
eternal salvation for all who obey him…



Philippians 2:12-16 (NASB) 
12 So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, 
not as in my presence only, but now much more in my 
absence, work out your salvation with fear and 
trembling; 13 for it is God who is at work in you, both to 
will and to work for His good pleasure.



14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing; 15 so 
that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and 
innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst 
of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom 
you appear as lights in the world,  16 holding fast the 
word of life, so that in the day of Christ I will have 
reason to glory because I did not run in vain nor toil in 
vain.



Work Out Your Own Salvation
I. The Appeal
II. The Attitude
III. The Assist
IV. The Aim 



I. THE APPEAL
Philippians 2:12 (NASB)
So then, my beloved, just as you have always 
obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much 
more in my absence, work out your salvation with 
fear and trembling… 



Philippians 2:5-11 (NASB) 
5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ 
Jesus, 6 who, although He existed in the form of God, did 
not regard equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but 
emptied Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and 
being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found in 
appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by becoming 
obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 



9 For this reason also, God highly exalted Him and 
bestowed on Him the name which is above every name, 
10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of 
those who are in heaven and on earth and under the 
earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.



II. THE ATTITUDE
Philippians 2:12 (NASB)
So then, my beloved, just as you have always 
obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much 
more in my absence, work out your salvation with 
fear and trembling… 



1 Corinthians 2:1-5 (NASB)
1 And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with 
superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you 
the testimony of God. 2 For I determined to know nothing 
among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified. 3 I was 
with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling, 
4 and my message and my preaching were not in 
persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the 
Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith would not rest on 
the wisdom of men, but on the power of God.



III. THE ASSISTANCE
Philippians 2:13 (NASB)
…for it is God who is at work in you, both to will 
and to work for His good pleasure.



Haggai 2:4 (NASB) 
4 But now take courage, Zerubbabel,’ declares the LORD, 
‘take courage also, Joshua son of Jehozadak, the high 
priest, and all you people of the land take courage,’ 
declares the LORD, ‘and work; for I am with you,’ declares 
the LORD of hosts.



Colossians 1:28-29 (NASB) 
28 We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and 
teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may 
present every man complete in Christ. 29 For this purpose 
also I labor, striving according to His power, which 
mightily works within me.



2 Timothy 1:13-14 | NIV84
13 What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound 
teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus. 14 Guard the 
good deposit that was entrusted to you–guard it with the 
help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us.



2 Timothy 2:7 (NASB)
Consider what I say, for the Lord will give you 
understanding in everything.



God gives power to will, man wills through that power; 
God gives power to act, and man acts through that 

power. Without the power to will, man can will nothing; 
without the power to work, man can do nothing. 

Adam Clarke, Commentary on Philippians 2:13. 



IV. THE AIM
Philippians 2:14-16 (NASB)
14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing; 15 so 
that you will prove yourselves to be blameless and 
innocent, children of God above reproach in the 
midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among 
whom you appear as lights in the world, 16 holding 
fast the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I 
will have reason to glory because I did not run in 
vain nor toil in vain.
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